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Search Underway for 2005 Award for Excellence in Medication-Use Safety Winner
BETHESDA, Md. (April 13, 2005) ― The American Society of Health-System Pharmacists (ASHP) Research and Education Foundation has launched the 2005 competition for the hospital or health system that has made the most significant improvements to medication use and patient safety in its institution.

The Award for Excellence in Medication-Use Safety, sponsored by the Cardinal Health Foundation, is the only one that recognizes hospitals and health systems for outstanding medication-use safety initiatives, made voluntarily through a pharmacist-led multidisciplinary team. The program's purpose is to improve patient safety and to emphasize the important leadership roles pharmacy professionals play in promoting safety in the medication-use process. The winner receives a $50,000 award to be used at its discretion for further medication and patient safety initiatives. Two finalists are also chosen, and each receives a $10,000 award.

The 2004 recipient, OhioHealth of Columbus, Ohio, was chosen from among 42 applicants for its superb leadership by pharmacists who incorporated prevention of adverse drug events (ADEs) into its organizational quality initiative. Efforts included adoption of mechanisms to consistently identify ADEs, development of measures that could impact systematic change and providing a platform to share best practices across the system. Data for the 10 months following implementation of these changes indicated a 51% reduction in ADEs across the OhioHealth system. The 2004 finalists were Children's Medical Center in Dayton, Ohio, and Fairview Health Services in Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

“This award recognizes the achievements of pharmacy practitioners who have measurably improved the safety of patients’ medication use through major practice interventions or continuous quality-improvement initiatives,” said Stephen J. Allen, Executive Vice President and Chief Executive Officer of the ASHP Foundation.  

“The Award for Excellence in Medication-Use Safety highlights the best in health-system pharmacy practice today,” commented Debra Hadley, Executive Director of the Cardinal Health Foundation. "We are pleased to fund the award, and thereby encourage future investment in improvements and innovation in medication-use safety."

Applications and detailed information about the competition are now available at www.excellenceinmeduse.org. The deadline to submit applications is May 2, 2005. Three finalists will be chosen based on criteria focusing on achievements in medication-use system initative/scope, planning and

-more-

implementation, measurable outcomes and impact and innovation and applicability. Judges will visit each finalist site before selecting a recipient. 
About the ASHP Foundation

The ASHP Research and Education Foundation (www.ashpfoundation.org) was established in 1968 by the American Society of Health-System Pharmacists as a nonprofit, tax-exempt organization.  The mission of the Foundation is to improve the health and well-being of patients in hospitals and health systems through appropriate, safe and effective medication use. The Foundation provides leadership and conducts education and research activities that foster the coordination of interdisciplinary medication management leading to optimal patient outcomes. Emphasis is given to programs that will have a major impact on advancing pharmacy practice in hospitals and health systems, thereby improving public health.

About the Cardinal Health Foundation

Supported by the global resources of Cardinal Health (www.cardinal.com), including more than 55,000 employees around the world, the Cardinal Health Foundation is the focal point of the company’s community relations efforts. The Foundation’s mission is to advance and fund regional and national programs that improve access to and delivery of quality health care services. With annual revenues of more than $65 billion and operations on six continents, Cardinal Health is the leading provider of products and services supporting the health care industry.
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