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ASHP Foundation Announces Recipients of Federal Services Research Grant

BETHESDA, Md. (April 14, 2005) ― The American Society of Health-System Pharmacists (ASHP) Research and Education Foundation is pleased to announce the 2005 recipients of the Federal Services Junior Investigator Research Grant Program: Optimizing Chronic Drug Therapy in the Elderly.

This custom-designed research grant program is offered to meet the needs of junior investigators or practitioners new to research in the federal services sector of health professionals. The program has three goals: To support research projects that study chronic drug therapy in older patients who receive care in a federal services health care facility, to develop and strengthen the skills of new researchers in one of three federal health care service branches (the Department of Defense, Veterans Affairs, or U.S. Public Health Services), and to foster mentoring of these practitioners by more experienced senior investigators. The program is supported by a grant from Novartis Pharmaceuticals, Inc.
The Foundation selected the following three recipients for 2005:

Raela B. Williams, Pharm.D.
VA Medical Center, Tuscaloosa, AL
Preceptor: Lori L. Davis, M.D.

Study Title: A Prospective Open-Label Comparison of Ezetimibe, Niacin, and Colestipol as Adjunct Therapy in Lipid Reduction

This is a randomized open-label trial that compares ezetimibe, niacin and colestipol as adjunct therapy in lipid management. The specific aim is to compare LDL cholesterol reduction compared to baseline in patients using maximum tolerated HMG CoA reductase inhibitor therapy with adjunctive therapy with ezetimibe, colestipol and niacin.

 

Catherine Cone, Pharm.D.
New Mexico VA Health Care System, Albuquerque, NM
Preceptor: Glen Murata, M.D.

Study Title: An Educational Intervention to Reduce Hypoglycemia Risk in Veterans on Insulin for Type 2 Diabetes

This is a randomized trial designed to evaluate an individualized education program for preventing hypoglycemia in elderly insulin-treated veterans with type 2 diabetes mellitus. The primary objective is the reduction of hypoglycemic event rates associated with high-risk patient behaviors.




-more-
Linda Sohn, M.D., M.P.H.
VA Greater Los Angeles Health Care System, Los Angeles, CA
Preceptor: Theodore Mahn, M.D.
Study Title: Assessment and Intervention to Improve Medication Management in Older Veterans

This descriptive study aims to assess the effectiveness of a Geriatric Medicine Review Clinic and evaluate the accuracy of patient medication lists, patients’ medication knowledge, self-efficacy for medication management, potential cost savings and compliance with VA medication guidelines.

“The ASHP Foundation’s Federal Services Junior Investigator Grant Program is an asset to pharmacy and pharmacy research,” says Francesca Cunningham, Pharm.D., a grant selection panel member and Director, Center for Medication Safety PSCI and Program Manager, Pharmacoepidemiologic/Outcomes Research, Department of Veterans Affairs, Pharmacy Benefits Management Strategic Healthcare Group. “The choices this year were difficult as there were many good proposals which exhibited high-quality research. The recipients chosen for this year’s program submitted excellent projects that will help us answer important therapeutic questions in the federal sector. We look forward to seeing the results from the projects chosen and commend the ASHP Foundation in giving a stepping stone to our junior investigators in the Federal Services who will hopefully become leading pharmacy researchers in the future.”
Junior researchers in the federal services – defined as pharmacists, physicians or nurse practitioners within 5 years of their post-doctoral degree or terminal degree, or practitioners new to research with fewer than two externally funded research projects – are eligible to apply for four to six grants ranging from $10,000 to $25,000. The ASHP Foundation looks for applications that emphasize interdisciplinary collaborations, project objectives that evaluate chronic drug therapy in the elderly, a sound research methodology that supports the project objectives and mentoring activities between a senior investigator/advisor and junior investigator. 

The ASHP Research and Education Foundation was established in 1968 by the American Society of Health-System Pharmacists as a nonprofit, tax-exempt organization.  The mission of the Foundation is to improve the health and well-being of patients in hospitals and health systems through appropriate, safe and effective medication use.  The Foundation provides leadership and conducts education and research activities that foster the coordination of interdisciplinary medication management leading to optimal patient outcomes. Emphasis is given to programs that will have a major impact on advancing pharmacy practice in hospitals and health systems, thereby improving public health.
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