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ASHP Foundation Announces Recipients of Junior Investigator Research Grant

BETHESDA, Md. (June 8, 2005) ― The American Society of Health-System Pharmacists (ASHP) Research and Education Foundation is pleased to announce the 2005 recipients of the Junior Investigator Research Grant Program.

This research grant program supports health services research in medication use that is conducted by pharmacist junior investigators. Health services research affects a wide range of medication-use topics, including patient education; patient outcomes and effectiveness of medication therapy; health care quality; medication use in minority, elderly and other special populations; medication costs and financing; information for health care policymakers; and access to medications. 

"The ASHP Foundation's Junior Investigator Research Grant provides emerging clinical scientists with an opportunity to develop their research skills, but also to help improve patient care,” says Edward P. Krenzelok, Pharm.D., FAACT, ABAT, Director of the Pittburgh Poison Center, Professor of Pharmacy and Pediatrics at the University of Pittsburgh, and a grant selection panel member. “The recipients of the current grants exemplify both of those attributes."

“This year's proposals show a depth of understanding of the pharmacist’s role vis a vis the complexities of medication use and the health care system,” says Gordon Schiff, M.D., Director of the Department of Medicine Clinical Quality Research at Cook County Hospital in Chicago, and another grant selection panel member. “Each hinges on the critical role of patient understanding and adherence as well as the need to understand at a population level where there are opportunities for improvement and the role of pharmacy in making such improvements happen.”
The Foundation selected the following two recipients for 2005:

Principal Investigator: Amy Hirsch, Pharm.D., The Louis Stokes Veterans Affairs Medical Center, Cleveland, OH

Preceptor: Matthew Fuller, Pharm.D.

Study Title: "Effect of Age on Incidence and Severity of Adverse Drug Reactions Secondary to Highly Active Antiretroviral Therapy (HAART)"

Description: To compare the incidence and severity of adverse drug reactions secondary to Highly Active 
Antiretroviral Therapy in patients 50 years of age and older and patients under 50 years.

-more-
Principal Investigator: Lourdes G. Planas, R.Ph., Ph.D., University of Oklahoma, Oklahoma City, OK

Preceptor: Kevin C. Farmer, R.Ph., Ph.D.

Study Title: "Evaluation of a Community-Based Diabetes Management Program Among HMO Enrollees"

Description: Among HMO enrollees, compare diabetes-related health outcomes in an intervention group of patients who receive pharmacist-delivered diabetes management services and a control group that receives traditional care.
The ASHP Foundation looks for applications that emphasize interdisciplinary collaborations, project objectives that address health services research related to medication use, prudent use of grant funds, a sound research methodology that supports the project objectives, mentoring activities between a senior investigator/advisor and the junior investigator, the potential for projects to be replicated in other health care facilities, and the impact that the results of the project will have on medication use. Preference is given to research projects with the potential to yield strong scientific evidence that can be applied to practice.
For more information about this research grant program, visit http://www.ashpfoundation.org/research. 
The ASHP Research and Education Foundation was established in 1968 by the American Society of Health-System Pharmacists as a nonprofit, tax-exempt organization.  The mission of the Foundation is to improve the health and well-being of patients in hospitals and health systems through appropriate, safe and effective medication use.  The Foundation provides leadership and conducts education and research activities that foster the coordination of interdisciplinary medication management leading to optimal patient outcomes. Emphasis is given to programs that will have a major impact on advancing pharmacy practice in hospitals and health systems, thereby improving public health.

-30-
