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ASHP Foundation Announces 2005 Recipients of 
Pharmacy/Nursing Partnership Medication Safety Research Grant
BETHESDA, Md. (June 9, 2005) ― The American Society of Health-System Pharmacists (ASHP) Research and Education Foundation is pleased to announce the 2005 recipient team of the Pharmacy/Nursing Partnership Medication Safety Research Grant.
This research grant program, which is funded by a grant from Omnicell, Inc., supports the collaboration of pharmacists and nurses in the conduct of research designed to study new processes and design characteristics that will improve the safety and effectiveness of the medication-use system in hospitals and health systems. The ultimate goal is to support research efforts critical for the advancement of pharmacist/nurse research teams and their impact on the medication-use system. 

“These grants represent an acknowledgement of the growing importance of the interaction between all providers, not just physicians, to the optimal care of patients,” says Sandra M. Schneider, M.D., FACEP, Professor and Chair of the Department of Emergency Medicine at the University of Rochester Medical Center in New York. Dr. Schneider served as a grant selection panel member. “The grants were impressive in their complexity and sophistication of research methodology.”

The Foundation selected the following team for 2005:

John M. Benson, Pharm.D., and Carrie J. Wallace, R.N., Ph.D.

Intermountain Health Care, Inc.

Salt Lake City, UT

Study Title: “Medication Reconciliation: Evaluating Acute Care Process Change and Medication Prescribing Errors”
Description: To investigate the impact of a collaborative, technology-supported process for medication reconciliation across the health care continuum on medication errors in a community health care setting.
“Drs. Carrie Wallace and John Benson submitted 1 of 29 very competitive grant applications,” states Midge N. Ray, M.S.N., R.N., CCS, Associate Professor in the Department of Health Services Administration at the University of Alabama at Birmingham, and another grant selection panel member. “Their innovative study involves the use of technology in medication reconciliation to eliminate drug errors during transitions in care from the time of admission to discharge. There has been little research that involves collaboration between nursing and pharmacy, and this particular study has the potential to 
-more-
make important contributions to improving the quality and safety of drugs that are administered across the continuum of care.”

The ASHP Foundation gives priority to applications that emphasize interdisciplinary collaborations, project objectives that focus on process outcomes, prudent use of grant funds, a sound research methodology that supports the project objectives, the potential for the project to be replicated in other health systems, and the impact that the results of the project will have on the medication-use system.
For more information about this research grant program, visit http://www.ashpfoundation.org/research.
The ASHP Research and Education Foundation was established in 1968 by the American Society of Health-System Pharmacists as a nonprofit, tax-exempt organization.  The mission of the Foundation is to improve the health and well-being of patients in hospitals and health systems through appropriate, safe and effective medication use.  The Foundation provides leadership and conducts education and research activities that foster the coordination of interdisciplinary medication management leading to optimal patient outcomes. Emphasis is given to programs that will have a major impact on advancing pharmacy practice in hospitals and health systems, thereby improving public health.
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