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Pharmacists Working to Close Medication Safety Gaps in Hospitals, Health Systems

ASHP Foundation Supporting Research that Advances Health-System Pharmacy 2015 Goals, Objectives 

BETHESDA, Md. (October 17, 2005) ― The American Society of Health-System Pharmacists (ASHP) Research and Education Foundation has dedicated more than $440,000 in funding to a variety of research programs that support the medication safety goals of the ASHP Health-System Pharmacy 2015 Initiative.

Launched in 2003, the Health-System Pharmacy 2015 Initiative is based on the 2001 ASHP Vision Statement for Pharmacy Practice in Hospitals and Health Systems. The initiative sets goals and objectives for the profession that are designed to make medication use more effective, scientific, and safe. 

Improving the medication-use process in the nation’s hospitals and health systems has been a core value of the ASHP Foundation since its debut in 1968. This year, 14 of the Foundation-funded grants address 2015 Initiative goals and objectives, including grants supported by the Foundation’s Federal Services Junior Investigator Research Grant, Junior Investigator in Critical Care Research Grant, Pharmacy/Nursing Partnership for Medication-Use Safety Research Grant, and Pharmacy Resident Medication Safety Research Grant programs. 
“Because our mission has always been to improve patient safety and medication-use processes within our nation’s hospitals and health systems, we feel a true connection to goals and objectives of the 2015 Initiative,” said Daniel J. Cobaugh, Pharm.D., FAACT, DABAT, ASHP Foundation Director of Research. “There is real synchronicity in our efforts, and patients will be the beneficiaries of the outcome of these varied studies.”

Below is a sampling of Foundation grants and the 2015 Initiative objectives they reflect:
· “An Educational Intervention to Reduce Hypoglycemia Risk in Elderly Insulin-Treated Veterans with Type 2 Diabetes”—This randomized clinical trial relates to 2015 Initiative Objective 2.2, which states that “in 95 percent of health systems, pharmacists will counsel clinic patients with complex and high-risk medication regimens.”

· “Review of Polypharmacy Reduction Initiative in Geriatric Patients on an Acute Medical Service”—This study relates to 2015 Initiative Objective 1.2, which states that “the medication therapy of 70 percent of hospital inpatients with complex and high-risk medication regimens will be monitored by a pharmacist.”

· “Evaluation of a Community-Based Diabetes Management Program among HMO Enrollees”—This study relates to 2015 Initiative Objective 3.7, which states that “90 percent of health-system pharmacists will participate in ensuring that non hospitalized patients who are receiving medications to decrease blood glucose levels will be assessed annually with a HbA1c test.”

· “Adequacy of End-of-Procedure Antibiotic Concentrations Resulting from Surgical Antimicrobial Prophylaxis”—This study relates to 2015 Initiative Objective 4.4, which states that “90 percent of hospital pharmacists will participate in ensuring that patients receiving antibiotics as prophylaxis for surgical infections will have their prophylactic antibiotic therapy discontinued within 24 hours after the surgery end time.”

Abstracts of all Foundation-funded grants and traineeships are available online at www.ashpfoundation.org.

The ASHP Health-System Pharmacy 2015 Initiative encourages pharmacists to go beyond patient assessment and dispensing activities, and become leaders in patient-care improvements in America’s hospitals and outpatient settings. The Initiative incorporates the following overarching goals for health-system pharmacy practice:

· Increase the extent to which pharmacists help individual hospital inpatients achieve the best use of medications, 

· Increase the extent to which health-system pharmacists help individual non-hospitalized patients achieve the best use of medications, 

· Increase the extent to which health-system pharmacists actively apply evidence-based methods to the improvement of medication therapy, 

· Increase the extent to which pharmacy departments in health systems have a significant role in improving the safety of medication use, 

· Increase the extent to which health systems apply technology effectively to improve the safety of medication use, and 

· Increase the extent to which pharmacy departments in health systems engage in public health initiatives on behalf of their communities.

For more information on the ASHP Health-System Pharmacy 2015 Initiative, go to www.ashp.org/2015.

The ASHP Research and Education Foundation was established in 1968 by the American Society of Health-System Pharmacists as a nonprofit, tax-exempt organization. The mission of the Foundation is to improve the health and well-being of patients in hospitals and health systems through appropriate, safe and effective medication use. The Foundation provides leadership and conducts education and research activities that foster the coordination of interdisciplinary medication management leading to optimal patient outcomes. Emphasis is given to programs that will have a major impact on advancing pharmacy practice in hospitals and health systems, thereby improving public health.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

For more than 60 years, ASHP has helped pharmacists who practice in hospitals and health systems improve medication use and enhance patient safety. The Society's 30,000 members include pharmacists and pharmacy technicians who practice in inpatient, outpatient, home-care, and long-term-care settings, as well as pharmacy students. For more information about the wide array of ASHP activities and the many ways in which pharmacists help people make the best use of medicines, visit ASHP's Web site, www.ashp.org, or its consumer Web site, www.SafeMedication.com. 

##
