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ASHP Foundation Funds New Study Looking at 

Reconciliation of Heart Failure Patients’ Medications
BETHESDA, Md. (July 5, 2005) ― The American Society of Health-System Pharmacists (ASHP) Research and Education Foundation is supporting a research study that will evaluate the effectiveness of an electronic ambulatory prescription profile on patient safety. The study, “Use of Supplemental Pharmacy Data to Improve Outcomes in Hospitalized Patients with Heart Failure,” will address the critically important issue of medication reconciliation.
Hospitals and health systems are constantly challenged with reconciling medications that a patient is taking at home with medications that need to be prescribed upon admission to an inpatient setting. Doing so safely is a major focus of the Joint Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations’ initiative on safety, yet institutions struggle with how to do this and what systems need to be implemented to help them accomplish this goal.

This study, which is supported by a grant from RxHub LLC, will evaluate patients admitted to Barnes Jewish Hospital with heart failure. “We are excited to pioneer studies utilizing technology such as that provided by RxHub MEDS,” says Gregory Ewald, M.D., the principal investigator of the study and Assistant Professor of Medicine and Director of the Section of Heart Failure and Cardiac Transplantation, Division of Cardiology, at the Washington University School of Medicine in St. Louis, Missouri. “There is a real potential for decreasing medication errors and improving the care of the hospitalized heart failure patient.”

The patients will be divided into an intervention group and a control group. Researchers will be given access to prescription claims data for patients in the intervention group and will use these data to determine if there is any medication-related reason for the onset of the patient’s heart failure symptoms. These data will also prevent the prescription of a medication that might interact dangerously with a medication a patient is already taking. The control group will receive usual care. Researchers will then compare the two groups to determine if significant differences in outcomes exist.

“Formal study of the use of technology to facilitate the medication reconciliation process upon hospital admission addresses a critically important patient care issue that impacts the safe and effective use of medications,” states Stephen J. Allen, ASHP Foundation Executive Vice President. “The ASHP Foundation is pleased to partner with the investigators at Barnes Jewish Hospital and RxHub, the 
-more-

developer of the electronic prescription profile system, to undertake this high-impact study. The ASHP Foundation’s administration of this grant assures that rigorous and unbiased research methods will be used to address the research questions posed in this study.”

Results of this study will be available in early 2006. For more information about this research grant program, visit http://www.ashpfoundation.org/research.
The ASHP Research and Education Foundation was established in 1968 by the American Society of Health-System Pharmacists as a nonprofit, tax-exempt organization.  The mission of the Foundation is to improve the health and well-being of patients in hospitals and health systems through appropriate, safe and effective medication use.  The Foundation provides leadership and conducts education and research activities that foster the coordination of interdisciplinary medication management leading to optimal patient outcomes. Emphasis is given to programs that will have a major impact on advancing pharmacy practice in hospitals and health systems, thereby improving public health.
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